Iranian  pastor  won't  reject  Jesus;  execution  looming 


The  U5.  Stale  Department  Sekuktw  added,  'It's  not  being  charged  with  converting 
released  a  similar  alatement  over.'  ACLJ  has  launched  a  from  Islam.  He  eventually  was 
The  American  Center  for  Tweet  for  Youcef  program  to  sentenced  to  death  by  the  court 
Law  and  Justice  (ACLJ)  was  apeead  the  news  about  the  peak r  of  appeals, 
the  first  organic  stion  to  warn  around  the  world.  So  far  more  In  2011,  the  Iranian 
of  Nadarkhan1'"  possible  than  420X100  Twitter  accounts  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
death  order  on  Feb.  21,  quot-  have  been  reached,  touching  142  death  sentence  but  ordered  a 
ins  its  sources  as  saying  an  countries.  (Leam  more  at  lower  court  to  examine 
older  'may  have  been  http://acli.org/  _____  whether  Nadarkhani 
issued  "  On  Feb.  22,  a  Nadsthm).  was  ever  a  Muslim  — 


BAPTISTS 


for  allegedly  converting  from  question  and  saying  the  order 
Islam  to  Christian  in  a  case  that  Had  been  handed  down, 
began  in  2009.  Islamic  law  calls  On  Feb.  23,  ACLJ  Executive 

for  the  death  of  anyone  who  Director  Jordan  Sekulow  told 


2009  when 
Nadarkhani 


Muslim 


A  little  more  inclusiveness  can’t  hurt 


one  Baptist  worthy  of  appointment  in  the 
whole  of  those  three  states? 

ment  can  be  made  that  not  every- 

_ represented  cm  every  task  force 

and  committee,  but  it  appears  from  the 
expansive  list  of  appointees  mat  size  was  not 
a  problem.  Wright  could  have  toned  down 
the  many  multiple  representations  on  the  task 

1  force  and  included  some 
of  the  unrepresented 
groups.  He  could  have 


tie  name  change  t*sk  force  appointed  The  Baptist  state  conventions  had  two 
last  year  t  Southern  Baptist  representatives  in  John  Sullivan,  executive 
Convention  (S3C)  Ptesident  Bryant  director  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention, 

Wright  made  its  re  " -  ^  *” 

Committee  oh  th< 

wading  through _ _ „  _ „ 

lengthy  explanatory,  the  impression  is  dial 
the  report  cuts  a  pronounced  ]  "*  7 

down  the  middle  of  the  road  by  recom¬ 
mending 


ie  SBC  Executive  and  Fred  Hewitt,  executive  director  of  the  one  can 
of  Feb.  20.  After  Montana  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The 
y  verbage  and  leaders  of  two  Southern 

_ 1  f_t  were  on  the  task  force;  Tom 

pathway  the  International  Miss 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  Kevin 
Ezell,  president  of  the 
Norm  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga.  The  inclu¬ 
sion  of  Bob  Sena,  a  retired 
“)  director;  gave 
NAMB  two  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  task  force 
Not  to  torture  the  point, 
but  Southern  Baptist  enti¬ 
ties  had  five  direct  repre¬ 
sentatives,  or  26%  of  the 
total  makeup  of  the  task- 
force  (Patterson,  Mohler, 

Eliff,  Ezell,  and  Roger 
Spradlin,  chairman  of  Bie 
SBC  Executive  Commit- 
e  Woman's 
Union  was  not 


Editor's 

Notebook 


file  continued  use  of  "'Southern 
baptist  Convention,"  and  adding 
“Great  Commission  Baptists"  as 
a  nickname  of  sorts. 

Since  Wright  went  outside 
normal  channels  to  personally  NAMB 
appoint  the  rump  task  force, 
members  of  the  group  had  no 
real  authority  to  recommend 
anything  to  Southern  Baptists. 

Because  it  was  not  an  officially 
sanctioned  task  force,  members 
had  to  be  willing  to  pay  their 
own  way  to  meetings.  Jimmy 
Draper,  retired  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  and  former  two-term 
SBC  president,  was  asked  by  tee). 

Wright  to  serve  as  chairman.  Misak 
As  can  be  plainly  seen  from  indud 
the  list  of  task  force  members  No 
nine  of  this  issue  of  The  Baptist  by  acc 
Record,  Wright  didn't  come  close  to  name 
appointing  a  body  representative  of  intern  ,  „ 

Southern  Baptists  even  if  the  task  force  matter  of  balance  on  Wright's  j 
was  unofficial  and  had  no  authority.  should  be  questioned  because,  whi 
There  is  double  representation  from  the  Southern  Baptist  constituencies 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  area  (Paige  Patterson,  multiple  representations,  entire  s 
president  of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft  Southern  Baptist  life  were  not  inchi 
Worth  and  Susie  Hawkins,  wife  of  For  example,  there  was  not 
CuideStone  Financial  Resources  President  Mississippi  Baptist  on  the  task, for 
OS.  Hawkins).  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  faithful  and  SBC -supportive  grot 
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that  ject  People  will  ignore  the  outcome,  with 
reral  some  justification  for  doing  so. 

>yed  That's  too  bad,  because  being  known 
s  of  by  the  nickname,  "Great  Commission 
Baptists,"  is  not  a  bad  idea .  As  a  matter 
ncle  of  fact  it  will  probably  sal’  ‘hough  mes- 
itner  senger  approval  at  the  SBC  annual  meet- 
were  ingthis  June  in  New  Orleans, 
fists,  The  process  could  have  been  handled  in  a 
oirii  much  more  credible  and  Inclusive  way, 


Ky  ).  Baptists,  to  name  only  three.  Was  there  not  though.  That  much  is  obv>cv« 
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It  is  our  responsibility  as 
Christians  to  support  women 
in  difficult  pregnancies,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  they  lack  a 
support  network.  It  is  the 
church's  duty  to  teach  the  bib¬ 
lical  precept  of  the  sanctity  of 
every  human  life. 

The  burden  rests  on  people 
of  faith  to  care  for  children 
who  are  unwanted,  either 
through  foster  care,  adoption, 
or  support  for  those  who  are 
called  to  do  so. 

This  is  a  spiritual  issue.  The  Additionally,  Christians  are 
scourge  of  abortion  is  the  sour  obligated  to  reach  out  in  love 
fruit  of  a  culture  that  denies  and  in  forgiveness  to  those 
that  all  human  life  is  beautiful  who  are  still  struggling  with  a 
"id  valuable.  The  reality  of  dedsion  they  made  years  ear- 
abortion  is  evidence  the  church  tier  to  abort  their  child, 
has  failed  to  teach  Truth  and  to  The  tragic  reality  is  that  the 
be  "salt  and  light."  state  of  the  culture  in  the  area 
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'October  Baby' 
and  forgiveness 

By  Dwayne  Hastings 
Nashville 


some  degree  understands  the 
termination  of  her  pregnancy 
makes  her  complicit  in  the 
destruction  of  a  human  life. 

While  those  around  her 
may  have  tried  to  convince 
her  that  it  was  in  the  baby's 
"best  interest"  not  to  live,  or 
that  it  was  good  for  the 
woman's  well-being  that  she 
abort  her  unborn  child,  or 

that  it  was  just  a  lump  of  tis-  _ r _ 

sue,  the  reality  is  that  no  one  pro-choice  perspective  dis- 
walks  out  of  an  abortion  clin-  avow  reality  when  they  say 
ic  totally  whole.  that  women  can  have  an  abor- 

Abortion  doesn't  just  tion  and  be  unchanged  by  It. 
impact  the  unborn  child.  The  In  truth,  she  has  been  matter 
emotional  and,  sometimes,  ably  changed 

physical  damage  to  the  moth-  Most  often,  abortive  centers  on 
er  is  severe  and  long  lasting  women  seek  to  deal  with  the  power  of 
—  even  if  the  mother  herself  emotional  trauma  and  die-  Film,  writt 
denies  it.  The  ring  of  damage  tress  on  their  own.  Society  Andrew  an 

also  takes  in.  the  baby’s  tells  them  to  get  over  it  and  to  lows  a  colit 

extended  family  including  the  get  on  with  their  lives.  seeks  snswi 

father  and  grandparents,  par-  Yet  there  is  healing  and  for-  list  of  quest 
ticularly  if  they  advocated  for  giveness  with  no  strings  covers  he 
the  abortion.  -  attached  in  Christ.  Jesus  attempted  ti 

The  statistics  about  abor-  knows  the  pain.  He  (eels  their  October  A 

tion  are  staggering.  Nearly  hurt.  He  wishes  for  each  per-  released  in 
half  of  the  six  million  preg-  son  to  come  to  Him  in  faith,  March  23,  i 
nancies  in  the  U.S.  each  year  no  matter  his/her  back-  for  encoura 
are  unplanned,  and  about  1.3  ground  or  baggage.  to  rerengagt 
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Supporters  appealing  Prop  8  to  full  court 
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ONGOING  BATHE  —  A  couple  supportive  of  California's  Prooosition  8  protests  outside  a  San 
Francisco  courtroom  building,  in  2010,  after  a  federal  judge  overturned  the  amendment  which  defines 
marriage  in  the  state  bv  the  traditional  standard  as  between  one  man  and  one  woman.  Last  month  a 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  panel  affirmed  tht  injunction  against  and  stay  of  Prop  8,  declaring  it  to 
be  unconstitutional.  Supporters  of  Prop  8  are  now  appealing  the  ruling  before  the  full  Court.  (BP  photo) 


Jesus  Christ 

cafd 

Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 


court  its  rules  rej 
“en  banc'  review: 


up  benefiting  Prop  8  support-  "The  majority  opinion  by  the 
era.  If  a  majority  of  the  court's  smaller  panel  conflicts  with 


in  Heaven! 


Kentucky  beats  casinos 

FRANKFORT,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Kentucky  Baptists  were  victori¬ 
ous  in  their  effort  to  stop  seven  casinos  from  entcdng  the  state 
when  a  bill  fell  short  of  the  votes  it  needed  in  the  state  Senate 
Feb.  23.  For  more  than  a  decade,  Kentucky  legiaiitors  have 
debated  the  idea  of  expanding  gambling  in  the  «*ate  beyond 
the  lottery  and  horseracing  tracks  they  already  have.  The 
measure,  defeated  by  a  vote  of  21-16,  would  have  placed  the 
issue  on  the  ballot  in  November.  The  day  after  the  bill's 
defeat,  Herehael  York,  pastor  of  Buck  Run  Church  in 
Frankfort  and  preaching  professor  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  prayed  Psalm  118  in  Hebrew  as  an  invocation  in 
the  Senate.  In  English  ine  Psalm  begins,  "Give  thanks  to  the 
Lord,  for  He  is  good  His  love  endure*  forever."  York  led 
Kentucky  Baptists'  effort  in  stopping  expanded  gambling, 
stirring  controversy  in  January  by  leading  a  joint  session  of 
the  legislature  in  a  prayer  for  God  to  defeat  the  governor's 
chief  legislative  proposal.  York,  a  former  president  of  the 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  oum  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent. ) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


chosen  to  participate  in  ThrthQuest  California,  a  new  mail fy -based  TV  show 
that  follows  (he  adventures  of  a  group  as  they  travel  through  California 
reporting  on  and  parbdpatuYI  m  cutting-edge  missionary  work. 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  ihe  right  to  become 
children  ofGod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


Kentucky  Gov.  SteVe  Beshear.  who  campaigned  on  e 
gambling  in  2007,  was  met  with  stiff  opposition  by 
Senate  in  his  first -term  attempts  to  expand  gambling 
re-election  handily  In  2011  and  entered  the  2012 
Assembly  hoping  to  pass  expanded  gambling  wit 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convent  jn  Executive  Committee,  meeting  in  its 
regularly  scheduled  semiannual  meeting  in  Nashville,  squarely  positions 
itself  against  homosexuality  and  against  two  North  Carolina  churches 
v circling  measures  sympathetic  to  homosexuality. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance 


election  momentum  and  a  w  rakened  Senate  president  in 
David  Williams,  his  opponent  in  the  gubernatorial  election. 
Once  the  bill  was  voted  down  in  the  Senate,  state  leaders 
seemed  convinced  the  gambling  effort  was  over.  William  said, 
"We  need  to  go  on.  People  need  to  lay  this  issue  down." 


Total  gifts  through  Southern  Baptist  Convention  churches  in  tVSI 
exceed  the  $500  million  mark  for  the  first  time 
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by  Him.  Does  everyone  see 
that  in  you?  Probably  not.  But 
do  not  ignore  .the  peopfe  who 


ILoveMe 

Valentine's  Day  was 
approaching  and  I  saw  a 
young  woman  coining  out 
of  a  store  with  a  decorative 
sweatshirt  that  she  had  just 
bought.  It  had  a  great  big 
heart  on  it  that  said, 


do,  because  ohe  after  smother 
God  will  put  people  irw.your 
path  who  simply,  almost  in 
passing,  affirm  you.  They  will 
point  out  what  you  may  not 
be  able  to  see  inside  of  you,  or 
see  if  you  look  in  a  minor.  It 
is  a  God  thing.  It  is  a  God  cre¬ 
ated  thing.  It  is  a  God  shining 
in  you  and  through  you  thing. 

I  would  not  encourage  you 
to  go  out  and  buy  a  sweatshirt 
and  wear  it  around  saying  "1 

_ _  _ _ _ _ _ Love  Me!"  I  would  encourage 

ly.  It  is  sad,  for  those  new.  There  was  a  blind  man  you  to  put  cn  a  sweet  spirit  of 
grow  up '  thinking  on  the  side  of  file  road  who  gratitude  toward  God  and  His 
are  really  not  worth  had  never  been  able  to  see.  Son,  Jesus,.which  says,  "I  am 


"I  Love  .  .  -  .  _ 

Me!”  Now,  1  did  not  know  Mississippi  baptist  LOttVe 

her  and  1  did  not  stop  her  to  .  ........ 

talk  about  her  newly  pur¬ 
chased  sweatshirt.  But  she  making  them  believe  that  had  been  disai 
■  carrying  the  sweatshirt  fan  they  are  really  nothing  spe-  many  men.  SI 


IBLIOCl 


was  carrying  the  sweatshirt  fan  they  are 
such  a  way  that  she  wanted  dal.  In  1 
everyone  io  see  it,  and  even  children 
more  she  wanted  everyone  are  rad 
to  see  her.  It  just  appeared  everybod 
to  me  that  the  sweatshirt  children 
was  more  than  just  a  state-  that  they 
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you  mail  them  lo  Hidmry  Ridge  BapM 
Church,  1 1 24  Muilkwi  Road,  Florence 
MS  39073  Aan:  Sadly 
MULSH  SAPTIST  CHURCH, 
DECATUR,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  FULL 
TIME  PASTOR.  Mail  resume-  lo 
Beulah  Baptist  Church,  ftrstor  Search 
Committee,  12 95-*  Hickory  Lm*. 

Dnrl  DA  rw»...  sac  mni  ^  . 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  amt 
exercise  you r  Bible  knowhdge  A 
King  lames  Version  BMe  verse  has 


throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  lo  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One :  Ten 


THE  FRIENDSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
OF  ECRU,  MS,  B  SEEKING  A  PART- 
TIME  WORSHIP  LEADER.  Mart 
Southern  Baptist  Church  with  a  blended 
■yte  at  worship.  The  worship  leader 
will  be  responsible  far  leading  the 
praise  band  and  choir  in  leading 
Sunday  morning  worship  Submil 
resumes  to  fanadvm  Baker,  Raster,  at  AS 
Fnenddep  Road.  Ecru,  MS  3BB41  or  lo 
jonaRsan  hihuRlmcn'  com. 
HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
TUPELO,  AB,  it  seeking  a  MINIS 
TER  TO  STUDENTS.  Please  send 
resumes  lo  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church,  c/o  MTS  Search  Committee 
467S  CliH  Gookin  Blvd  ,  Ttgylo.  MS 
J8R01 .  Any  questions,  please  e-mail 
tim.robenaMma.com 


VACATIONS  STAIN®  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
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Al.  Rem  direct  horn  Christian  Family  N6D  TO  DOWNSIZE?  CLARK  ESTATE 
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own  image  with  a  unique¬ 
ness  paralleled  by  no  one 
else.  We  are  supposed  to 
have  a  healthy  self-image. 
God  wants  us  to  recognize 
that  He  cares  for  us  immense¬ 
ly  and  has  invested  so  much 
in  us.  I  am  no*  talking  about 
being  cocky,  or  as  we  used  to 
say,  being  "stuck-up"  or 
overly  endeared  to  our  own 
image.  But  in  a  genuine 
understanding  of  biblical 
truth,  we  realize  that  God  has 
made  us,  for  His  plans  and 


•oudi.net  or  mailed  lo  PO  Bos  1 1 1 
Braxton,  MS  39044.  For  Question 
please  call  Charity  Welch  • 
6016682179.  Deadline  03  1 9  1 2 

GALILEE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 


Through  the  years  I  have 
seen  so  many  people  grow  up 
in  a  home  with  a  mom,  a  dad, 
or  both,  who  spend  a  great 
deal  of  time  putting  their 
children  down  and  damag¬ 
ing  their  personalities  by 


The  dAPnsr  Recoup 


MARCH  L  2012 


/ 


Church  reacts  with  grace  to  difficult  situation 


www  carponterbi 


Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


SHELBYVILLE.  Tam.  (BP)  —  If  he  had  been  transparent 
The  past  three  years  haven't  with  die  church,  this  might  could 
been  easy  for  Shelbyville  Mills  have  been  avoided,"  Suns  said.  "I 
C  hurch  m  Shelbyville,  Tn.,  but  couldn't  protect  him  from  this.  A 
the  congregation  found  some  crime  had  been  committed." 
closure  m  a  restoration  service  Sims  also  knew  that  he  “could 
for  its  former  minister  of  youth  not  slop  what  was  about  to  hap- 
and  church  administrator,  pen.  It  grieved  my  heart  " 
Charles  Lohn,  on  Jan.  22. 

The  thurch  discovered  in  Church  diadplinr 

July  2009  that  Lohn  had  embez-  During  the  Jan.  22  service; 
zled  more  than  $75,000  over  a  Sims  reminded  die  congregation 
three-year  period.  When  the  that  there  are  two  '  •  rords"  the 
leted.  Lord  uses  to  enact  discipline  — 
to  be  church  discipline  and  civil 


the  final  amount  pro' 
more  than  $100,000. 

For  pastor  Jonathan  Sims,  church  had  voted  unanimuuslv  ^ I  ;  V 

what  made  the  situation  to  remove  l  ohn  tmm  Us 

onh 

lohnwbrmg 

since  the  pastor  ■  jjj  ’ 

on  tor  ,u  V  rK  . 

in  Alabama  is  all  Kit  in  our  -  7 

vet  he  l-  a  firth  A  l(vt 

became  pastor  there  believer  that  it  mandated  by  . 

about  12  years  ago.  Scripture  In  such  passages  as  .  . ,  ..  , 

"It  was  difficult  very  heart-  Matthew  18:15-20,  1  Corinthians  FORGIVEN  —  Members  of  Shelbyville  Mills  Church  in  Shelbyville  Mills,  Tn.,  line  up  to  speak  with 
wrenchirw,"  Sims  said,  recalling  5:1-7,  and  1  Timothy  5:19-20,  Charles  and  Misty  Lohn  after  a  restoration  service  at  the  church.  Lohn  was  welcomed  back  after  a 
the  day  when  he  received  a  with  the  latter  specifically  deal-  restoration  process  that  followed  nine  months  in  Jail  for  embezzling  more  than  $100,000  in  church 
phone  call  from  David  Brown,  ingwith pastors.  funds.  (BP ph -to) 

then  minister  of  education  and  Discipline  is  painful  and  dis- _ _ _ 

nov,'  1  associate  pastor,  that  tasteful  Sims  said,  but  that 

Shdbyville  Mills  Church  literally  doesn’t  give  a  church  die  right  After  serving  nine  months  in  right  to 'borrow  some  money  not  until  sot  montiw  latet  when  ! 

had  no  money  in  the  bank.  to  leave  it  out  "K  is  a  part  of  Jail  Lohn  began  attending  the  and  pay  it  back  at  a  Later  date.  was  studying  Gods  Word 

Sims,  who  was  on  vacation,  divine  Scripture  and  we  tried  to  church  as  soon  as  he  was  released  Lohn  admitted  that  he  kept  through  an  accountability  group 

had  thought  the  church  was  in  obey  it"  he  said.  but  he  was  still  constdered  a  non-  everything  from  his  wife  and  that  that  I  was  truly  convicted  for  the 

excellent  financial  condition,  Sims  also  is  convinced  that  member.  It  would  take  another  the  situation  began  to  become  "a  first  time,"  he  told  the  church 
having  paid  off  its  mortgage.  Lohn  would  not  have  truly  16  months  of  working  with  Lohn  lifestyle.'  As  his  mending  He  confessed  that  though  he 

Church  leaders,  in  reviewing  repented  and  ultimately  real-1  before  thurch  leaders  felt  he  was  increased  he  would  take  more  walked  down  the  aisle  when  he 

the  financial  records,  discov-  ized  he  had  never  beet!  saved  ready  to  be  restored  to  member-  money,  to  meet  his  perceived  was  10  years  old  and  was  bap- 

ered  that  Lohn  had  embezzled  had  the  church  not  forced  the  «hfo,  Sims  said.  needs,  Lohn  said.  tized.  he  had  never  been  saved, 

funds  by  taking  cash  and  writ-  issiie  by  removing  him  horn  'I  was  no  longer  in  control.  He  went  to  church,  surrounded 

mg  additional  payroll  checks  membership  _  Lota.;,  story  The  sin  wro  controWng  me  WmseM  wi* ,  Ctatajtans .  rod 

to  Tiimself  over  the  course  of  Lohn  concurred  during  the  Addressing  the  congregation  he  told  Shelbyville  Mills  grew  m  he  lonwledge  of  reb- 
< about  three  years.  restoration  service  Jan  22.  for  the  first  time  since  he  was  Church  members.  gion.  "I  also  teamed  how  to 

Sims  and  his  wife  Kala  met  "Church  discipline  isolated  charged  with  embezzlement  Lohn  noted  that  when  please  people,"  he  said, 

with  Lohn  and  his  wife  Misty,  me  out  of  my  world  that  1  had  Lohn  read  from  a  prepared  asked  why  he  did  it  Ire  Lohn  began  to  grasp  how 

who  had  no  knowledge  of  what  conformed  to  and  forced  me  statement.  'I  would  like  for  responded  with 'Jeremiah  17*  he  had  approached  life  as  if  he 

her  husband  had  don?  Lohn  did  to  face  God  one-on-one.  God  you  to  know  that  I  am  trnly  "The  heart  is  dKmtful  above  were  a  Christian  "through  the 

not  disclose  everything  he  had  did  use  it  in  my  life  to  help  jony  for  what  I  have  done,  he  all  things  and  desperately  study  Of  Scripture  (1  John)  that 

done  after  several  Meetings,  convict  me.  Thank  you  for  not  said.  '1  have  been  convicted  wicked  who  can  know  it.  He  I  was  in  with  .the  men  holding 

which  forced  Sims  and  the  departing  from  the  Word,”  and  1  have  repented  to  God.  1  told  the  congregation  that  he  me  accountable...  God 

church  to  turn  the  matter  nv«r  to  Lohn  told  the  Shelbyville  know  that  I  have  been  forgiven  knew  he  would  eventually  be  brought  me  to  the  realization 

civil  authorities  Mills  Church  congregation  by  God.  I  stand  before  you  caught  '1  even  prayed  to  God  that  you  cannot  restore  some- 

today  to  ask  you  for  your  for-  for  that  day  to  come.  thing  that  you  never  had." 

| - — ^ ^ - n  r  i  giveness."  Yet  he  admitted  he  was  not  He  saw  himself  as  God  saw 

C  arpenter  OUS,  jales  Lohn  said  he  would  try  to  ready  for  it.  When  first  con-  him  —  "as  a  wretched  man  in 
IB  r  .MMiimMni  answer  questions  he  knew  the  fronted  about  the  matter,  he  need  of  a  Savior." 

-  _ church  would  have  about  what  put  it  off  as  long  as  he  could.  Lohn  told  the  congregation 

-  4'  H  j^jB  AwStaMa  Nowl  he  did.  "I  cannot  tell  you  the  ‘’Finally,  when  f  knew  that  it  that  -\  know  by  faith  Cfod  has 

exact  date  that  everything  start-  could  not  be  hidden  ant  more  saved  and  cteansed  me  fmm  all 

ed.  1  can  tell  you  that  1  had  not  l  confessed  to  some  of  it,  but  my  filthy  unrighteousness  I  am 

1 - - - been  the  leader  in  my  house  or  not  the  whole  thing."  ready  to  roend  my  life  pleasing 

fT'- - — n^MBHI  the  man  that  I  should  have.  Lohn  shared  briefly  about  his  Him  and  not  pursuing  the 

B1  been,"  Lohn  said  "I  had  gotten  time  in  |ail  and  discussed  how  he  approval  of  men  ~ 

into  a  tough  situation  w  ith  debt  tried  to  mad  the  Bible  and  ■ 

BZ|  I  and  many  things  coming  at  vet  when  he  was  releas'd 


_ j  things  coming  at 

I  thought  it  would  be  all 


Lohn  and  his  wife  said  they 
will  be  forever  indebted  to  the 
church  for  how  they  Heated 
the  family  after  the  embezzle¬ 
ment.  Sims  said  the  church 
paid  the  family's  mortgage  for 
a  year  plus  their  utilities,  paid 
off  some  of  Misty's  consumer 
credit  card  bills,  and  helped  in 
numerous  other  ways, 
s-  "The  church  rallied  around 
Misty  and  the  children  and 
loved  her  from  the  very  dis¬ 
closure  of  this,"  Sims  said, 
noting,  that  she  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  never  missed  a  service 
throughout  the  entire  process. 
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The  Baptist  Reooud 


1.  First  Church,  Oxford,  Seoul  recognition 


and 

awards  that  can  be  worn 
on  their  uniform*.  The 
honors  were  presented 
Feb.  5  at  First  Church, 
Oxford,  as  part  of  an 
observance  of  national 
Scout  Sunday.  The  group 
indudes  (front  from  left) 
Carter  Diggs,  Will  Farmer 
Baiyn  Rasberry  and  Robert 
Rayburn;  (second  row) 
Rustin  Rasberry,  William 
Alexander  and  Drew 
MulVeyl  and  (basic  row) 
William  Rayburn,  Scott 
Parian,  Josh  Woods, 
Thomas  Gamer  and  Paul 
Gamer. 


2.  Unity 


Church, 
will  host 


u— J  wi.'  I'.ipuJ 

liwssAwsissnpt '  M  AYjtj 


4.  Richardson  ordination 


l  OI1K.I  \t  \\ 


Dunavant. 

Antioch  Church,  Bechet 
ordained  Bryan 

Richardson  to  the  ministry 
Feb.  12.  He  will  be  serving 
First  Church,  Gattmar 
Shown  are  Randy 
Parchman,  Richardson, 
Robert  Fowlkes,  and  Jim 
Harrington. 

First  Church,  "Berry, 
exceeded  its  $12300  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering 


6.  Fieedonia  Church,  New 
.  Albany,  ordained  James 

Randle  as  deacon.  He  is 
ihown  with  his  wife, 
Leslie,  and  daughters 
Grace^  Molly,  and  Claire. 

7.  Bethel  Church,  Oxford, 

ordained  James 

Caru triers  to  the  ministry 
Dec.  3, 2011.  Shown  are  Jo 
Thornburg,  pastor  Don 
Thornburg,  Caru  triers, 
and  Kathy  Caru  triers. 


Mar.  17, 10  a.m. 
at  the  Vicksburg 
Convention  Center. 
Exhibits,  hunting  and 
fishing  equipment  give¬ 
aways,  seminars  on 
wildlife  outdoor  issues, 
children's  games  and  fun. 
Free. 

Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Newton,  will  host  the 
singing  group  The 
Rowzees  Mar.  10,  6  p.m. 


^1  \l  I  C  II  Wt.l  S 


A  display  of  rare  hymnals  will 
be  disponed  at  Mbafaaippi 
Colleges  Leland  Speed 
library  through  early  May 
They  are  part  at  the  collection 
of  MC  professor  Lewis 
Oswalt  For  more  information 
on  the  collection  of  rare  hym¬ 
nals,  contact  MC  spedal  collec¬ 
tions  librarian  Heather 
Weeden  at  (601)  925-3434  or  at 
weedenOmc.edu. 

William  Carey  University  will 
offer  a  symposium  for  high 
school  sophomores,  juniors 
and  seniors  who  are  interested 
in  health  care  careers  on  March 
3,  from  MO  a.m.  —  1230  p.m. 
During  the  sessions,  students 


will  discover  employment 
trends  in  health  cafe,  as  weO  aa 
tyoeive  information  about 
careers  in  medicine,  nursing 
mental  health,  and  other  allied 


Center,  JCJC, 
WCU.  WCL 


from  University  Medical 
Centeg  IOC  PRCfc,  MGCCC 
WCU,.  WCL  COM  and  other 
colleges  and  universities  will 
be  present  as  well  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Mississippi 
Rural  Physicians  Scholarship 
Program.  Lunch  will  be 
served.  To  register  for  the 
symposium,  call  (BOO)  962- 
»91,  ext  103,  «  (Wl)  318- 
610P.  For  more  information 
about  WCU,  visit 
www.wmcarey.edu. 


David  Ruffin, 
shown,  as  min¬ 
ister  of  children 
and  youth 

Bruce  Wilkes, 
student  pastor 
at  First 

Church, 


l\l  \  l\  \l  s  \\|  ) 
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Mar.  18;  Sunday  School, 
930  a.m.,  business  meeting. 


munc  group, 
covered-dish  I 


2.  Philadelphia  Church, 
Lafayette  Association: 

Revival  Mar  4  —  7;  PJ  Scott 
speaker;  Andrew  Basinger, 
music  Bobby  Irvin,  pastor 
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Vanderbilt  clampdown  snares  collegiate  ministry 


NASHVILLE  Special)  —  Leaden  of 
(he  Baptist  Collegiate  Ministry  (BCM)  at 
Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville  are 
determining  how  a  new  policy  will 
affect  the  3CM  ministry  on  campus. 

On  Jan.  31,  the  administration  of 
Vanderbilt  met  with  students  to  explain 
its  enforcement  of  the  university's  non¬ 
discrimination  policy  and  a  new  “all¬ 
comers"  policy. 

The  all-comers  policy  means  that  any 
atudent  at  Vanderbilt  is  entitled  to 
become  a  member  and  to  seek  a  leader¬ 
ship  position  in  any  registered  student 
organization  an  campus. 

Thom  Thornton,  BCM  director  at 
Vanderbilt,  said  the  BCM  has  had  an 
‘open  door"  philosophy  on  campus 
when  it  comes  to  students  participating 
in  their  mfciistry.  "We  want  to  create  an 
atmosphere  where  non-Christian  stu¬ 
dents  teel  welcome,'  Thornton  said. 

Students  can  then  develop  friend  - 
drips  and  engage  in  conversations 
which  can  lead  to  witnessing  opportuni¬ 
ties,  invitations  to  Bible  studies,  and 
eventually  to  students  accepting  Chris,, 


UNYIELDING  — A  sweeping  set  of  new  policies  designed  to 
groups  on  **;•  campus  of  Vanderbilt  University  in  Naslwille  has  Baptist  Collegiate 
Ministry  leadei;  scrambling  to  respond  to  the  measures.  Despite  negotiations,  the 
administration  has  not  indicated  that  it  is  willing  to  compromise  on  trie' 


The  dilemma  for  the  BCM  and  other 
organizations  on  campus  is  what  cri te- 
ris  can  be  used  to  select  leadership.  The 
ntw  policy  state*  that  student  organiza¬ 
tions  cannot  discriminate  in  nvember- 
skjp  or  leadership,  cannot  have  a  state¬ 
ment  of  i«:th  that  they  require  leaders  to 
sign,  canrvt  have  a  faith  prerequisite  for 
leadership,  and  cannoi  select  leaders  in 
a  Jgjcrip  inatory  ma.iner.  Thornton 

He  said  one  administrator  said  that  if 
faith  was  the  only  criterion  for  holding  a 
leadership  position.  It  would  be  <&- 
criminatory. 

Thornton  noted  that  while  faith  is  a 
key  element  for  BCM  leaders,  it  is  not 
the  only  criterion  used.  The  BCM  cur- 
wntly  uses  a  selection  process  for  lead- 


Choate  said  that  "part  of  our  strategy 
is  to  be  good  citizens  of  the  universities 
in  which  we  minister.  Vanderbilt  may 
deny  us  that  opportunity." 

He  added  that  the  BCM  has  been  a 
part  of  a  diverse  community  for  85 
years  at  Vanderbilt,  but  "It  looks  like 
the  university  wants  to  decrease 
diversity  on  campus." 

Thornton  noted  the  BCM  is  trying 
to  work  with  the  university  and  be 
supportive  of  its  non-discrimination 
policy.  At  the  same  time,  Thornton 
said  it  is  important  to  be  able  to  select 
BCM  leaders  who  support  the  vision 
and  purpose  of  the  organization. 

-  "We  can’t  compromise  on  that"  he 
said. 

As  it  stood  before  the  all-comers 
rule,  the  BCM  was  in  compliance, 
Thornton  said. 

Four  on-campus  organizations  had 
been  cited  for  non-compliance:  the 
Christian  Legal  Society,  Beta  Upsilon  Qu, 


(BP  photo  courtesy  of  Vanderbilt  University) 


ership  in  which  Thornton  appoints  a 
selection  committee  that  interviews  all 
leadership  applicants.  After  that  process 
has  occurred,  the  leaders  are  chosen. 

Bill  Choate,  collegiate  ministries 
coordinator  for  the  Tennessee  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville,  acknowledged 
that  faith  is  one  of  the  c  riteria  used  for 
selecting  leaders  at  all  BCM  ministries 
in  the  state.  "If  faith  can't  be  one  of  the 
criteria,  we  have  a  major  crisis,"  he  said. 

"At  this  point  we  do  not  have  enough 
clarification  from  the  univenityto  know 
what  they  are  asking  of  us,"  Thornton 
slid. 

While  most  of  the  outcry  to  the  poli¬ 
cy  has  come  from  religious  and 
Christian  organizations  on  campus,  the 


policy  affects  all  organizations,  the 
two  BCM  leaders  noted. 

Choate  observed  that  the  new  poli¬ 
cy  is  an  over-reaction  by  Vanderbilt 
administrators  to  an  earlier  incident 
in  which  a  Christian  fraternity  asked 
an  openly  gay  member  to  resign.  The 
young  man  later  filed  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  complaint  against  the  university. 

As  a  result,  the  school  "stepped  up 
its  discrimination  policy  and  removed 
a  statement  in  the  student  handbook 
that  protected  religious  organizations 
and  their  right  to  elect  leaders."  he 
said.  "Pot  months  we  thought  the  uni¬ 
versity  would  bacft  away  from  this 
ridiculous  position,  but  now  it  looks 
like  they  may  not." 


Christian  Legal  Society,  Beta  Upsilon  Chi, 
Graduate  Student  Fellowship,  and 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

Campus  organizations  have  until 
April  16  each  year  to  complete 
Vanderbilt's  documents  to  become  a 
recognized  group  on  campus. 

Thornton  said  meetings  w®  be  taking 
place  among  its  leadership  to  decide  the 
next  steps  to  take.  Any  acton  taken  must 
receive  approval  from  the  local  BCM 
board,  he  added. 

"Our  desire  is  to  be  a  recognized  stu¬ 
dent  organization  at  Vanderbilt," 
Thornton  said,  noting  the  BCM  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  oldest  religious  organization  on  the 
Vanderbilt  campus. 

"At  the  same  time,  we  will  hold  to  the 
tntefptty  of  our  retigous  behefe,"  he  said. 

Editor's  note:  This  article  originally 
appeared  on  the  web  site  of  The  Baptist  and 
Reflector,  news  journal  of  the  Tennessee 
Baptist  Convention. 


Churches  seen  as  key  in  overtuning  same  sex  marriage  law  in  Md. 

_  _  l-j  i mtiSWvap  will  "pavertv  and  cards  ODposiru!  the  bill  that  were 


ANNAPOLIS,  Md.  (BP)  — 
Religious  leaders  in  Maryland 
tty  citizens  will  get  the  final  say 
an  a  same  sex  marriage  bill  *hat  is 
Ml  to  become  law,  with  <hun.'.«s 
playing  a  critical  role  in  possibly 
overturning  it 

The  Maryland  Senate  passed  a 
hffl  Feb.  23  by  a  vote  of  25-22  that 
would  redefine  marriage.  That 
vote  cesne  lets  titan  a  week  after 
the  House  of  Delegates  approved 
the  same  bill  72-67.  Democrats 
control  both  chambers,  and 
Democratic  Gov.  Martin 
O'Malley,  who  endorsed  the  bill 
in  his  State  of  the  State  address,  is 

«B*cted  to  sign  it 

Maryland  is  the  Latest  state 
to  act  an  the  issue  in  what  has 
been  a  dizzying  year  on  the 
state  level.  Washington's  gov¬ 
ernor  signed  a  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  bill.  New  Jersey's  gover¬ 
nor  vetoed  a  similar  bill.  A 
coalition  in  Maine  gathered 
enough  vali^  signatures  to 
place  a  same  sex  marriage  ref¬ 
erendum  on  the  fall  ballot 
after  voters  in  that  state  over¬ 
turned  an  earlier  same  sex 


marriage  bill  that  had  been 
approved  by  the  legislature 
and  signed  by  the  governor. 

Like  Washington  state, 
Maryland  law  allows  citizens  to 
gather  signatures  in  an  attempt  to 
now  taws.  Sienature  dn- 


•rageriy  and 
its  5d0,000 


the  archdiocese  will  "eagerly  and  cards  opposing  the  bill  that  were 
zealously  engage  its  5(X),000  given  to  legislators, 
members in  overturning  this  rad-  "We're  talking  abootsome- 

ical  legislation'  and  will  join  with  thing  more  basic  to  society  and 
others  "throughout  Maryland  in  civilization,*  Anderson  said, 
asme^v^y  protecting  the  God-  "Black  churches  and  bUck-cler- 


*v«to"  new  laws.  Signature  dri¬ 
ves  in  both  stales  likely  will  be 
successful.  Maryland  church 
groups  must  gacher  approxi¬ 
mately  56,000  wEd  signatures  tor 
it  to  go  on  the  November  ballot. 

A  coalition  has  been  farmed 
known  as  Maiyland  Marriage 
Alliance  (www.Maiyjttjd 
MarriageAUianoe.com)  to  tight 
the  law  which  isn't  set  to  tie 
effect  until  January  2013. 

“We  will  do  whatever  we  can 
to  mobilize  for  the  referendum," 
Robert  Anderson,  pastor  of 
Colonial  Ch>mh  m 
Randallstown.  Md.,  told  Baptist 
Press.  "(The  other  side  has)  got 
all  the  money.  But  with  God,  all 


Catholics,  too,  figure  to  be 
involved  heavtiy.  Baltimore 
Cardinal  Edwin  F.  CTBnen 
released  a  statement  after  the 
Maryland  legislative  vote  saying 


given  institution  of  marriage." 

Because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
nation's  capital  the  Maryland 
vote  figures  to  make  national 
headlines. 

U5.  House  of  Representatives 
Minority  Leader  Nancy  Pekw. 
D.-Ca.,  released  a  statement 
shortly  after  the  Maryland  vote, 
saying  it  marked  'an  extraordi¬ 
nary  victory  for  the  people  of 
Maryland  and  a  critical  step  for¬ 
ward  in  the  march  for  marriage 
equality  nationwide." 

Anderson  called  the  issue  one 
that  goes  beyond  "political 
lines."  As  an  African  American, 
he  said,  he  is  aware  that  blades 
tend  to  vote  Democratic  but  by 
and  large,  he  said,  African 
American  churches  have  been 
united  against  the  bill. 

Anderson  said  about  500 
members  of  his  predominantly 
African  American  church  signed 


gy  got  involved  when  the 
homosexual  community  started 
to  make  it  an  issue  of  dvil 
rights.  That's  a  sacred  cow 
among  African  Americans.  We 
know  what  dvil  rights  are.  Our 
skin  color  —  we  cudn't  have  a 
choice.  The  color  of  your  skin 
has  nothing  to  do  with  sin. 

"Homosexuality  is  sin.  To 
be  black,  to  be  Asian,  to  be 
Native-American,  that  is  not 
sin." 

Anderson  said  the  state  of 
Maryland  has  a  legitimate 
interest  in  defining  marriage 
as  between  one  man  and  one 
woman.  "From  a  sociological 
level,  it's  best  for  the  children. 
Every  child  has  a  right  to 
have  a  mom  and  a  dad,  to  say 
at  the  end  of  the  day,  'Good 
night  Mommy,'  or  'Good 
night  Daddy.' 

"* "Every  study  tells  you  that 
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in  the  long  run,  to  have  both  a 
mother  and  a  father." 

North  Carolina  and 
Minnesota  also  will  vote  this  year 
on  the  issue,  although  those  votes 
will  be  on  constitutional  amend¬ 
ments  defining  marriage  as 
between  a  man  and  a  woman. 
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Task  force:  Keep  SBC  name,  with  addition 


Group  puts 
forth  'Great 
Commission 
Baptists' 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  The  task 
force  appointed  to  study  a 
possible  name  change  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  is  recommending  the 
convention  maintain  its  legal 
name  but  adopt  an  informal, 
non-legal  name  for  those  who 
want  to  use  it:  "Great 
Commission  Baptists." 

The  report,  presented  Feb. 
20  by  task  force  chairman 
Jimmy  Draper  to  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  meeting 
in  Nashville,  ended  weeks  of 
speculation  by  Southern 
Baptists  and  fellow  evangeli¬ 
cals  as  to  what  the  task  force 
would  do. 

The  SBC  was  formed  in  1845. 

A  name  change  was  first  pro¬ 
posed  in  1903  and  has  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  several  other 
attempts  through  the  years,  all 
unsuccessful. 

"This  is  an  issue  that  just 
won't  die,"  said  Draper;  a  for- 

Resources  in  Nashville,  m  pre¬ 
senting  the  task  force's  recom¬ 
mendation  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  Executive 
Committee  approved  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  Feb.  21,  sending 
it  to  SBC  messengers  for  a  vote 
at  the  June  annual  meeting  in 
'New  Orleans. 

With  about  70  Executive 
Committee  members  present, 
only  about  six  members  voted 
in  opposition. 

The  name,  "Southern,"  is  a 
barrier  to»the  Gospel  in  some 
regions  of  the  country.  Draper 
said.  The  recommendation 
would  mean  that  the  legal 
name  of  the  convention  would 
remain,  "Southern  Baptist 
Convention,"  and  could  be 
used  by  any  cooperating 
church  which  wishes  to  use  it. 
Other  SBC  churches  could  call 
themselves  "Greet  Commission 
Baptists."  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 

Draper  told  the  Executive 
Committee  the  new  term 
would  be  a  descriptor.  "We 
believe  that  the  equity  that  we 
have  in  the  name  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  valu¬ 
able.  It  is  a  strong  name  that 
identifies  who  we  are  in  the¬ 
ology,  morality  and  ethics, 
compassion,  ministry,  and 
mission  in  the  world.  It  is  a 
name  that  is  recognized  glob¬ 
ally  in  these  areas." 

TMr  also  recognize  the  need 
that  some  may  nave  to  use  a 
name  that  is  not  associated 
with  a  national  region  as  indi¬ 


cated  by  the  word,  ‘South"*" ' 
We  want  to  do  everything  we 
can  to  encourage  those  who  do 
feel  a  name  change  would  be 
beneficial  without  recommend¬ 
ing  a  legal  name  change  for  the 
convention.  We  believe  we 
have  found  a  way  to  do  that’ 

The  goal  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  Draper  said,  "was  to 
consider  the  removal  of  any 
barrier  to  the  effective  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  Gospel  and 
reaching  people  for  Christ." 

Website  URLs  already  have 
been  secured  in  case  the  con¬ 
vention  approves  the  infor¬ 
mal  name. 

Changing  the  legal  name 
would  have  been  fraught  with 
problems.  Draper  said  during 
his  presentation.  "We  believe 
that  the  potential  benefits  of  a 
legal  name  change  do  not  out¬ 
weigh  the  potential  risks  that 
would  be  involved  in  a  legal 
name  change.  Changing  the 
name  of  the  convention  would 
require  a  great  cost  in  dollars 
and  in  energy,  and  would  pre¬ 
sent  huge  challenges  legally 
that  create  a  multitude  of 
issues.  The  value  of  a  name 
change  does  not  justify  the 
risks  involved. 

'At  the  same  time,  we  are 
concerned  about  the  negative 
perception  that  the  word, 
’Southern,'  may  carry  in  cer¬ 
tain  geographic  areas  of 
North  America  but  even 
tbs  nptnlnn.  are  mixed 
on  this  issue.  From  leaders  in 
non-Southern  states,  one-half 
of  those  we  heard  from 
reported  that  it  would  be  a 
benefit  to  them  to  dung?  the 
name,  but  the  other  half  said 
it  would  not  be  a  benefit. 

"It  is  true  that  the  leaders  of 
African  American  and  other 
ethnic  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  indicated  that  it  would  be 
helpful  to  them." 

Keeping  the  legal  *  une 
while  using  an  informal,  non- 
legal  name  would  be  a  "win 
wm"  situation.  Draper  said. 

Two  task  force  members 
spoke  to  the  Executive 
Committee  regarding  the 
report:  Ken  Fentress,  pastor  of 
Montrose  Church  in  Rockville, 
Md.,  and  Paige  Patterson,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft  Worth. 

"Why  am  I  Southern 
Baptist 7"  Fentress  asked.  "This 
is  a  question  that  I've  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  several  time*  over 
the  years,  and  it's  probably  true 
that  most  African  Americans 
are  Southern  Baptist  despite 
objections  of  many  in  the  larger 
black  Christian  community. 

The  convention's  ties  U> 
slavery  upon  its  founding  in 
1845  are  a  barrier  to  some  in 
the  African  American  com¬ 
munity,  Fentress  said,  saying 
the  name,  "Southern  Baptist, 
is  "full  of  meaning,  signifi¬ 
cance,  and  history." 

"For  many  African 
Americans,  our  reasons  for 


PRESENTING  PROPOSAL  —  Name  change  task  force  chairman  Jimmy  Draper  (at  podium) 
addresses  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville 
on  Feb.  20  regarding  the  task  force's  recommendations.  The  Executive  committee  voted  Feb.  21 
to  approve  the  proposal  for  consideration  by  messengers  at  the  June  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC 
in  blew  Orleans.  (BP  photo) 


being  Southern  Baptist  are  the¬ 
ological  —  not  cultural,  not 
political,  not  geographical," 
Fentress  said.  *...!  am  a 
Southern  Baptist  specifically 
because  of  the  th&nogy  for 
which  the  Conservative 
Resurgence  stood." 

The  2009  SBC  Annual 
Church  Profile  report  showed 
that  6.5 %  of  SBC  congrega¬ 
tions  were  predominantly 
African  American  while  an 
additional  12.5%  reflected 
other  ethnic  identities. 

The  SBC  name,  he  said,  has 
been  "a  source  of  difficulty  for 
church  planters  ...serving  in 
areas  outside  the  American 
South."  It  also  "has  been  a 
source  of  difficulty  among 
African  Americans  precisely 
because  of  its  identity  and  the 
history  of  the  Confederacy." 

During  Tuesday's  discussion 
about  the  report  in  the 
Executive  Committee,  Darrell 
Orman,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Stuart  Fla.,  and  an  Executive 
Committee  member  who  was 
staunchly  opposed  to  a  name 
change  last  fall  said  he  sup¬ 
ported  the  recommendation. 
He  called  It  a  "brilliant 
Solomonic  compromise." 

"We  have  an  opportunity  to 
keep  our  name  and  fortify 
'Southern  Baptist  Convention,' 
and  we  have  an  opportunity  to 
extend  an  em  pa  meric  hand  to 
some  of  our  other  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  and  say,  T  love 
you  and  Pm  sensitive  to  your 
situation,"  Orman  said. 

"It's  not  just  about  me  in 
South  Florida  or  Georgia  or 
Alabama  or  Mississippi.  It's  all 
about  you,  too." 


Borrowing  an  illustration  from 

Draper;  Orman  likened  the 
"Great  Commission  Baptists" 
descriptor  to  the  "Good  Hands" 
phrase  used  in  advetaements  by 

the  Allstate  Insurance  Company. 
People  know  what  ‘Good 
Hands"  references,  Orman  said, 
but  it's  not  the  name  of  the  insur¬ 
ance  company. 

Paige  Patterson,  a  task  force 
member,  told  Executive 
Committee  members  he  has 
favored  a  name  change  of  the 
convention  for  a  while,  saying 
the  convention  la  no  longer 
regional  and  that  "Southern's 
offensive  to  some.  The  report  he 
said,  is  one  that  "satisfies  my  con¬ 
science  on  levels  to  a  degree  1 
never  thought  possible.  1  support 
it  enthusiastically." 

Patterson  also  urged  Southern 
Baptists  to  discuss  the  issue  with 
charity  in  coming  months.  "If  at 
the  end  of  the  process,  you  do  not 
agree,  that  is  fine;  but  may  we 
agree  that  we  will  debate  and 
decide  the  issue  without  recourse 
to  a  discussion  of  motives  and 
intentions  of  the  heart  which  only 
God  can  see  and  know." 

At  a  news  conference.  Draper 
said  that  in  recent  history,  mes¬ 
sengers  have  not  been  given  a 
report  explaining  the  rationale 
behind  the  argujnent  for  a  new 
name.  "I  don't  think  Southern 
Baptists,  at  Urge,  ever  really  saw 
the  bigger  picture,  and  when  we 
came  to  the  convention*  the  vote 
was  usually  an  emotidhal  vote." 

The  task  force  is  praying 
that  when  messengers  come 
to  the  convention  in  June  'the 
people  |  will]  at  least  have  a 
background  on  which  to 
make  a  decision,"  he  said. 


"We're  not  stipulating  that 
anybody  do  anything," 
Draper  said  of  en  individual 
church's  usage  of  a  name. 

“Already,  Southern  Baptists 
can  do  anything  they  want  to 
do  but  it  really  would  be  very 
helpful...  to  so  many  that  have 
become  disenchanted  (that)  if 
they  use  a  name  other  than 
Southern  Baptist,  Southern 
Baptists  said,  ’That's  OK." 

The  task  force  believes  "Great 
Commission  Baptists'  can  be 
trademarked.  Draper  said. 

SBC  President  Bryant 
Wright,  pastor  of  Johnson 
Ferry  Church  in  suburban 
Atlanta,  personally  appointed 
the  task  force  in  September, 
outside  normal  SBC  riunnels 
He  said  usage  of  the  term  is 
purely  voluntary. 

"Every  entity,  every  state 
convention,  every  local  church 
is  Just  going  to  have  to  decide 
how  they  can  best  use  the 
phrase,  'Great  Commission 
Baptists,'  as  a  way  of  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  world  who  we 
are  and  what  our  mission  is," 
Wrighi  pointed  out. 

"Tt  can  become  a  rallying 
call,"  Draper  added. 

Frank  Page,  president  of 
the  Executive  Committee, 
was  asked  by  one  Executive 
Committee  member  if  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  recommendation 
by  messengers  in  New 
Orleans  would  necessitate  a 
change  in  .the  SBC  logo. 

Page  said  the  logo  "would 
not  have  to  change,"  but  that 
'we  would  do  everything  that 
we  could  to  put  that  descrip¬ 
tor  as  part  of  our  publications, 
as  part  of  our  publicity." 
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issued  by  the  name  change  taskforce,  Orleans  after  Katrina  TAT'J  •  ,  r  ,  , 

tS  **S  t  Wide  variety  of  proposals  made 


Editor's  note:  Below  is  the  verbatim  final 
eport  issued  by  the  name  change  task  force, 
Mowed  by  a  listing  of  members  of  the  com- 
vttee  The  report  was  presented  Feb.  20  to 
He  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
xecutwe  Committee  meeting  m  Nashville, 
y  task  force  chairman  Jimmy  Draper 

We  thank  [SBC  President  Bryant 
bright]  for  giving  us  the  privilege  of 
erving  on  this  task  force  concerning  the 
'ossibuity  of  changing  the  name  of  the 
outhem  Baptist  Convention.  We  have 
ecognized  that  our  role  is  not  official.  We 
re  making  recommendations  for  the 
"resident  to  consider  in  this  matter.  We 
ully  understand  that  any  potential 
hange  in  the  name  and  identification  of 
»e  Southern  Baptist  Convention  would 
of  succeed  without  the  support  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  the  formal 
ote  of  the  Convention  itself. 

We  have  had  the  benefit  of  having  the 
eports  of  the  three  previous  studies 
'hich  were  made  in  the  last  fifty  years.  1 
•■rote  all  of  our  State  Executive  Directors 
nd  Entity  Presidents  of  the  Convention 
o  seek  Jfoeir  suggestions  and  input.  We 
•ceived  much  input  from  individual 
laptists  and  Baptist  organizations' in  this 
rooess.  We  actually  received  over  535 
lames  for  consideration  of  any  potential 
lame  change,  and  for  the  sake  of  poster- 
I  will  provide  them  as  an  attachment 
the  written  copy  of  this  report  that  we 
II  provide  to  Baptist  Press. 

Our  one  desire  from  the  beginning 
as  to  consider  die  removal  of  any  bam- 
r  to  the  effective  proclamation  of  the 
jospel  and  reaching  people  for  Christ, 
nis  is  an  issue  that  just  won't  die.  In  fact 
ie  first  attempt  to  change  the  name  was 
i  1903.  Over  foe  years  since  then,  it  has 
presented  to  the  Convention  in  one 
i  or  another  13  times.  We  felt  that  this 
s  an  issue  that  needed  resolution  so  we 
Id  move  forward  with  full  energies  to 
lent  the  Gospel  around  the  world. 

We  believe  that  the  rationale  for  our 
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the  rationale  for  our 


endabons  should  be  widely  pre¬ 
ted  to  Southern  Baptists  for  their  full 
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ling  of  all  the  ingredients  to 
s  matter.  Once  that  is  done  the  issue 
be  decided  by  the  Convention  itself. 
Me  understand  that  our  recommenda- 
n  does  not  obligate  any  person,  church 
Baptist  entity  to  do  anything.  There  is 
connectkmalism  in  Southern  Baptist 
no  hierarchy  to  dictate  to  the  many 
*  that  make  up  Southern  Baptists, 
is  no  action  of  the  Convention 
which  binds  any  part  of  Southern 
life  to  comply  Our  commitment 
is  always  voluntary, 
com  our  discussions  we  have  drawn 
e  specific  conclusions: 

The  name  Southern  Baptist 
venbon  is  a  worldwide  brand  that 
who  we  are.  It  speaks  of  our 
our  morality  and  ethics,  our 
n,  our  ministry  and  mission  in 
world.  Two  things'  have  occurred 
;  the  last  study  was  made  in  1999 
confirm  this  fact:  the  terrorist  attack 
on  Sept.  11,  2001,  and  Hurricane  Katrina 
In  2005 

These  two  events  thrust  the  incredible 
mmistry  of  Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  efforts  to  the  front  page  of  public 
awareness.  Recovery  efforts  in  New  York 
following  9/11  were  marked  by  New 
York  residents  asking  for  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  teams  specifically 
because  of  the  thorough  way  they  fed 
people,  restored  property  and  conducted 
themselves  with  kindness,  integrity  and 
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energy.  The  same  was  true  in  New 
Orleans  after  Katrina. 

The  equity  we  have  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  name  is  enormous  today.  We 
believe  that  the  potential  benefits  of  a 
name  change  do  not  outweigh  the  poten¬ 
tial  risks  mat  would  be  involved  in  a 
legal  name  change.  Renaming  the 
Convention  would  require  a  great  cost  in 
dollars,  in  energy,  as  well  as  re-branding 
the  name  to  recapture  the  meaning  that 
our  name  now  represents.  The  vafoe  of 
the  name  change  does  not  justify  the 
risks  involved. 

At  the  same  time,  we  are  concerned 
aoout  the  negative  perception  that  the 
word  "Southern"  may  carry  in  certain 
geographic  areas  of  North  America.  But 
even  there  the  opinions  are  mixed  on  this 
issue.  From  leaders  in  non-Sou  them 
states,  one-half  of  those  we  heard  from 
reported  that  it  would  be  a  benefit  to 
them  to  change  the  name,  but  the  other 
half  said  it  would  not  be  a  benefit.  It  is 
true  that  the  leaders  of  African- American 
and  other  ethnic  Southern  Baptist 
Churches  indicated  that  it  would  be 
helpful  to  them. 

So  how  do  we  proceed  to  gain  a 
win /win  situabon  for  the  entire 
Convention?  How  can  we  retain  foe 
value  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
brand  and  at  foe  same  time  give  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  those  who  desire  a  different 
name  in  their  area  of  ministry  to  have  an 
acceptable  way  to  do  90?  How  could  we 
remove  an  obstacle  to  reaching  people 
(dr  Christ  and  at  the  same  time  stay  true 
to  who  we  are?  The  name  "Southern 
Baptist  Convention"  tells  who  we  are, 
but  it  does  not  tell  what  we  do. 

We  believe  we  have  found  a  way  to  do 
that.  We  recommend  to  President  Wnght 
that  the  legal  name  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  not  be  changed  for 
the  reasons  we  have  stated  and  for  rea¬ 
sons  detailed  in  previous  studies.  We  fur¬ 
ther  recommend  that  the  SBC  adopt  an 
informal  or  "non- legal"  name  that  could 
be  similar  to  a  descriptor  or  auxiliary 
name  that  would  be  approved  for  use  by 
those  who  would  prefer  a  different 
name.  This  would  allow  us  to  maintain 
the  strong  value  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  name  and  at  the  same  time 
suggest  an  alternate  name  (dr  those  fix 
whom  it  would  be  beneficial. 

I  want  you  to  hear  from  two  of  our 
task  force  members.  Dr.  Ken  Fentress  » 
pastor  of  the  Montrose  Baptist  Church  of 
Rockville,  Md.  He  is  one  of  the  most  gift¬ 
ed  pastors  in  our  Convention  and  has 
some  deep  convictions  about  this  issue. 
After  he  speaks  to  us.  Dr.  Paige 
Patterson,  president  of  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  will  share 
his  thoughts  on  this  matter. 

[Fentress  and  Patterson  speak,  then 
Draper  resumes.) 

Let  me  summarize  again  our  conclu¬ 
sions.  We  believe  that  the  equity  that  we 
have  in  the  name  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  a  strong  name  to  identify 
who  we  are  in  theology,  morality  and 
ethics,  compassion,  mmistry  and  mission 
in  the  world.  It  is  a  branded  name  that  is 
recognized  globally  in  these  areas.  We 
also  recognize  the  need  that  some  may 
have  to  use  a  name  that  is  not  associated 
with  a  national  region  as  indicated  by  the 
word  "Southern.  We  want  to  do  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  encourage  those  who  oo 
feel  a  name  change  would  be  beneficial 
without  recommending  a  legal  name 
change  for  the  Convention  Wr  believe 
we  have  found  a  way  to  do  that. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  The 
task  force  that  studied  changing  the 
name  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  received  586  distinct 
name  suggestions,  with  "Global 
Baptist  Convention'  leading  the  way 
and  "Great  Commission  Baptist 
Convention'  —  similar  to  the  infor¬ 
mal  name  that  was  chosen  —  ranking 
in  foe  Top  5,  an  analysis  shows 

The  task  force  received  1,151  name 
change  suggestions  with  586  distinct 
suggestions  (that  is,  not  counting 
duplicates).  An  analysis  of  the  names 
for  Roger  S.  (Sing)  Oldham,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  for  Convention  Relations  for  foe 
SBC  Exec:  five  Committee,  showed: 

Tonight  we  are  suggesting  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  that  he  make  foetollowmg  motion  to 
foe  Executive  Committee: 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  report  to  the 
Convention  meeting  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.  June  19-2(1 2012,  that  it  dedirws 
to  study  or  develop  a  plan  and  implemen¬ 
tation  strategy  for  the  adoption  of  a  new 
name  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

for  all  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  report 
issued  on  February  201  2012,  by  the  SBC 
president's  name  change  task  force,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  1W  report  of  the 
Execubve  Committee  on  the  same  subject 
And,  further,  that  the  Execubve 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  recommend  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  New 
Orleans,  June  19-20,  2012  that  those 
churches,  entities  and  organizations  in 
friendly  cooperation  with  the  Soutfwm 
Baptist  Convention  which  may  desire  to 
utilize  a  descriptor  other  than  the  term 
"Southern  Baptists'  to  indicate  their  rela¬ 
tionship  with  each  other  and  their 
involvement  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  its  ministries,  use  the 
descriptor  "Great  Commission  Baptists," 
a  phrase  commended  as  one  fully  in 
keeping  with  our  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  identity,  and 

That  the  Execubve  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  report  to 
the  Southern  BaptLst  Convenbon  meeting 
in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  June  19-20, 
2012  that  it  will  study  ways  in  which  the 
use  of  the  phrase  'Great  Commission 
Baptists'  might  be  protected  and  pre¬ 
served  for  use  by  those  churches  and 
insbtubons  which  find  its  use  beneficial 
and  will  assess  how  using  the  phrase  in 
various  ways  in  its  communications  and 
publicabons  might  be  helpful  to  those 
pout* 

V*e  deeply  believe  that  if  the  phrase 
"Great  Commission  Baptists"  is  regularly 
used  in  publications  and  promotions  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convenbon,  as  well 
as  in  state  conventions,  associations  and 
churches,  that  it  would  provide  an  idenb- 
ficabon  that  not  only  felts  who  we  are,  but 
what  our  mission  as  Southern  Baptists  is 
—  the  fulfillment  of  the  Great 
Commission. 

This  is  our  prayerful  report  to  the  pres¬ 
ident  Thank  you  for  allowing  us  to 
report  this  to  him  and  to  you  dunngyour 
Execubve  Committee  meeting  tonight. 


•  / 1%  of  the  586  distinct  name  sug¬ 
gests  ns  included  'Baptist."  When 
court  ing  duplicates,  86%  of  the  1,151 
sugg  estions  included  '  Baptist' 

•  19  of  the  top  20  and  49  of  the  top 
50  distinctive  suggested  names 
indu  led  "Baptist." 

•  105  names  were  suggested  by 
two  ix  more  people. 

•  The  most  frequent  suggestion 
invo’ved  various  forms  of  ^Global 
Baptst,"  used  in  such  suggested 
nam  s  as  Global  Baptist  Convention, 
Glot  al  Fellowship  and  Global  Baptist 
Network- —  A  total  of  148  people  sug¬ 
gested  36  various  combinations  that 
included  'Global'  and  "Baptist' 

The  analysis  showed  that  the  top  10 


1.  Global  Baptist  Convention  (T5 
suggestions) 

2.  International  Baptist 
Convention  (58) 

3.  United  Baptist  Convention 
(30) 

4.  Evangelical  Baptist 
Convention  (25) 

5.  Great  Commission  Baptist 
Convention  (23) 

6.  North  American  Baptist 
Convention  (23) 

7.  The  Baptist  Convention  (23) 

8.  American  Baptist  Convention 

(22) 

9.  World  Baptist  Co nootlion  (19) 

10.  Worldwide  Baptist 
Convention  (19) 
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•  Michael  Allen,  senior  pastor. 
Uptown  Church,  Chicago. 

•  Marshall  Blaylock,  pastor.  First 
Church,  Charleston,  S.C. 
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Seoul  now  the  Christian  heartbeat  of  Asia 


Young  believers  actively  seeking 

'  _  older  generatic 

places  in  government,  influence 

SEOUL,  South  Korea  (BP) 


t  it  Shin  says. 

_  _  , _ „ _ d  old.  Shin  says, 

"I  believe  there  needs  to  be  edu¬ 
cation  about  mutual  respect" 
Within  the  church.  Shin  believes 
many  young  people  are  turned 

_ _ _ _ _  off  By  the  Tn-your-faoe"  evan- 

are  beginning  to  copy  things  getism  of  their  elders, 
that  are  happening  in  Seoul.  "In  Korea,  it  seems  there  is  an 

all-or-nothing  way  of  doing 
\  Active  participation  Christianity,  says  Shin,  who 

^Tensions  between  the  tradi-  attends  Jubilee  Church  in 
tional  and  modem,  however;  Gangnam,  a  suburb  of  Seoul. 

_ |  are  evident  both  within  Seoul  Part  of  this  stems  from  sod- 

s  along  the  society  and  within  the  church,  etal  demands  placed  on  young 
iver  and  in  Young  Koreans  are  looking  for  businessmen,  Shin  explains, 
le  city.  active  rather  than  passive  par-  noting  that  many  men  are  rarely 
skyline  is  tidpation  in  government  and  at  home  and  are  required  as  part 
ow  of  red  worship,  which  Kim  describes  of  their  job  to  visit  bars  and  strip 


TAKING  A  RIDE  —  A  group  of  Koreans  await  their  stop  in  a 
subway  car  in  Seoul.  Although  Seoul  stands  apart  from  other 
Asian  megacities  for  its  embrace  of  Christianity,  tensions  between 
these  young  _  old  and  young  exist  both  in  Korean  society  and  in  the  church  as 
'radical  dea-  the  younger  generation  seeks  greater  involvement  in  many 
gup  their  job  spheres  ofTife.  (BP  photo) 


4*  Annual  Great 
Commission  Conference 

Ji  Time  ifReeirml  mud  Remetcmi 
Saturday,  March  3"  A.  Nunday,  March  4* 

Providence  baptist  Church 

75  Providence  Rond  ♦  Jayests,  MS  30641 

Ca«  (609)  794-7836  for  more  info 


ly  one  in  three  South  Koreans  exists  in  South  Korea.  _  sponsored  pi 

follow  Christianity.  That  "In  Korea,  even  the  conserve-  ital  counseur 

nudges  Buddhism  from  the  tive  evangelical  church  is  still  the  potential 

lead  it  has  held  for  centuries.  v  rry  active  in  social  work."  Kim  tion.  Surh  a;  r _ _ 

Seoul  is  one  of  the  few  a  ties  says.  _  such  as  the  Fathers'  School  an 

in  Asia  considered  evangelized  Abigail  Shin,  a  31-year-old  via-  Onnuri  ministry  that  teaches 

by  many  mission  organizations,  iting  professor  at  Seoul  National  Korean  men  to  be  good  hus- 
More  than  21,000  South  Korean  University,  also  sees  evidence  of  bands  and  fathers, 
missionaries  serve  in  169  coun-  the  younger  generation's  com-  Kim  likewise  believes  that 
tries,  according  to  2009  statistics  mitment  to  social  issues,  noting  Christian  education  is  the 

from  the  Korea  World  Missions  that  a  popular  red-light  district  next  phase  of  Korea's  church 

Association.  shut  down  a  few  months  ago  growth  and  the  key  to  nurtur- 

Meanwhile,  Seoul  churches  after  decades  in  the  city's  center  mg  an  evangelistic  vision 

are  at  the  forefront  in  develop-  However  she  remains  concerned  among  the  young, 
ing  Christian  programs,  materi-  over  a  number  of  other  issues  be¬ 
ats,  and  leaders,  and  exporting 
them  around  the  world,  says 
Joseph  Kim,  lead  pastor  of 
Won  chon  Church  and  head¬ 
master  of  Central  Christian 
Academy  in  Suwon. 

"In  the  1990s,  most  of  the 
innovation  in  Christian  min¬ 
istry  flowed  from  North 
America  to  Korea,"  the  50- 
year-old  son  of  Korean  evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Kim  says,  "but 
since  2005,  Korean  churches 


minimize 


Nursery  provided  for  infants  and  toddlers! 
KMxKlngdoia  (ages  3-11)  with  special  guest 
illusionist  Michael  Cooper 


Learn  the  Safe  and  Secure 
Way  *n  Earn  Slock  Market 
Linked  Returns  Without 
Market  Risk  to  Your 
_ _  Principal. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 


I  Long  For  You 

Psalm  42:1-11;  43:1-5 


Memories  are  special  feelings 
we've  stored  for  a  lifetime  in  our 
minds  and  hearts.  Any  time  we 
want  to,  we  can  'call  them  up" 
and  enjoy  them  a  while.  When 
finished,  we  lovingly  store  them 
in  our  safe  place  until  we  want  to 
recall  them  again. 

1  often  think  of  the  church 
across  the  street  from  my  hpme 
when  I  was  a  preschooler  in 
Arcadia,  Florida.  I  loved  going 
there.  I  remember  good  times 
with  my  teacher  and  fnends. 
One  Sunday,  all  who  were  pre¬ 
sent  gathered  outside  and  some¬ 
one  took  our  picture.  I  still  have 
a  copy  of  that  picture  with  me 


ed  Jesus  Christ  into  my 
life.'  Now,  I  know  the 
value  of  feeling  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God  in  each 
place  of  worship.  Each  D 
week  I  look  forward  to 
every  worship  service  in  our 
church.  In  our  missions  and 
sewing  class,  my  friend,  Lori, 
described  God's  presence  like 
driving  in  fog. 

God's  presence,  like  fog,  is 
all  around  u*.  He's  always 
there,  but  fog  is  a  clear  picture 
of  the  closeness  of  God's  pres¬ 
ence  with  us. 


after  running  in  search 
of  clear,  dean  water. 
He  thirsted  for  God. 
(v.2,  NTV))  In  agony, 
his  tears  constantly 
sufficed  the  need  for 
foow  (v.3,  NIV)  When 
asked,  "Where  is  your 
God?",  he  longed  the 
more  to  travel  nearly 
200  miles  and  be  in  his 
vis  place  of  worship 
where  he  had  often  felt 
God's  dose  presence. 

\ferse  five  is  a  refrain  where  he 
spoke  directly  to  himself  and 
sounded  hopeful.  He  promised 
himself  he  would  praise  his 
Savior,  God.  "Christian  worship 
is  the  most  momentous,  the  most 
urgent  the  most  glorious  action 
that  can  take  place  in  human 
life."  (Karl  Barth) 


sent  gathered  outside  and  some-  Thirsting  for  God 

one  took  our  picture.  I  still  have  Psalm  42:1-5 

a  copy  of  that  picture  with  me  The  psalmist  expressed  his 
smiling.  Like  the  psalmist  I  long  feelings  m  a  double  poem:  Fsalm 
to  go  back  there  one  day  and  forty-two  and  forty-dove.  He 
recall  my  first  stories  and  was  far  from  his  place  of  usual 
thoughts  about  Jesus.  In  every  worship.  He  voioed  his  intense 
church  I’ve  attended  and  been  a  longing  to  be  in  the  presence  of 
member  of,  1  have  similar  fond  Goa.  He  compares  his  desire  to 
memories.  At  age  eight  I  accept-  the  way  a  deer  breathes  heavily 


Despairing  for  G< 
Psalm  426-11 


The  author  of  these  poems 
was  a  man  of  great  faith.  At 
this  time,  he  was  in  the  'land  of 
Jordan"  that  originates  above 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  mean¬ 
ders  alongside  the  Jordan  River 
to  die  Dead  Sea.  That  doesn't 
seem  far  for  us  today,  but  trav¬ 


el  on  foot  was  hot,  dry  and  tire¬ 
some.  Although  the  poet 
admired  Mount  Hermon  on 
the  Northern  boarder  of  Israel 
he  still  longed  for  the  familiar 
Temple  where  people  entered 
Jerusalem  to  buy.  wares,  visit 
the  Temple  Square,  and  sing 
praises.  Excitement  and  laugh¬ 
ter  seemed  far  away  from  nag¬ 
ging  loneliness  and  the  threats 
of  rus  enemies.  "Deep  calls  to 
deep"  (v.7,  NIV)  may  describe 
the  waterfalls  and  deep  gorges 
from  the  heights  of  Mount 
Hermon,  causing  the  poet  to 
experience  waves  of  depres¬ 
sion.  Verse  eight  sees  hope 
raise  its  head  and  the  psalmist 
acknowledges  God's  love. 
Singing  praises  at  night  com¬ 
forts  and  recalls  his  Thoughts 
of  God.  There  doubts  seep  in 
as  he  questions  God,  his  Rock 
of  firm  support:  "Why  have 
you  forgotten  me?  Why  do  1 
mourn  about  the  taunting 
comments  of  my  enemies?* 
(v.  10,  NIV)  He  sounds  like  us 
today.  When  we  hurt,  trust  in 
God  fades  auickly. 

The  poet's  longingwins  as 
he  scolds  his  soul:  *Don't  be 
sad.  Put  your  hope  in  God!" 


(v.ll,NIV)  These  verses 
remind  us  to  look  at  our  lives. 
Do  we  have  a  longing  to  be 
closer  to  God? 

Confidence  in  God 
Psalm  43:1-5 

In  these  five  verses,  the 
psalmist  asks  God  for  "vindica¬ 
tion"  (showing  him  to  be  right) 
and  to  "rescue"  him  from 
wicked  people.  There  like  most 
of  us,  he  asked,  "Why  me,  God?" 
He  continued  pleading  for  God 
to  care  for  him  and  lead  him  to 
Jerusalem  where  he  could  feel 
God's  presence  again. 

In  the  last  refrain  (v.  5,  NIV) 
The  poet  promises  to  worship 
God,  and  use  a  lyre  (a  stringed 
instrument  similar  to  a  harp 
used  by  the  ancient  Greeks)  to 
praise  God!  Faith,  assurance 
and  hope  reign  over  his  depres¬ 
sion.  "...I  know  what  I'm 
doing.  I  have  it  all  planned  out- 
plans  to  take  care  of  you,  not 
abandon  you,  plans  to  give  you 
the  future  you  hope  for." 
(Jeremiah  29:ll,The  Message) 


Doris  is  a  member  of  Fellowship 
Church,  Meridian. 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  Special  Baby:  Rejoice 


Luke  1:1-80 


r  Mitchell 


One  of  my  favorite  tactics 
for  firing  up  kids  at  church  is 
to  ask  them  advice  about  my 
hair.  Look  at  my  picture. 
Read  that  first  sentence  again. 

The  kida  are  quick  to  burst 
out  in  laughter  and  state  the 
obvious,  "you  don't  have  any 
hair!"  The  first  time  I  do  that 
to  a  kid, 1  usually  look  up  to  a 
parent's  face  filled  with  hor¬ 


ror  over  what  their  child  just 
said  to  me.  I  reassure  them 
that  it  is  not  a  secret.  I  know 
dial  1  don't  have  any  hair. 
Admittedly,  I'm  not  as  com¬ 
fortable  with  it  as  1  may  seem 
but  true  foolishness  is  to 
ignore  or  deny  what  eveiyone 
else  can  plainly  see  What 
about  you?  Are  vou  in  pro- 
.  longed  state  of  denial  because 
you  are  afTaid  to  ask  God 
questions? 


In  this  week's  les¬ 
son,  Mary  is  quick  to 
state  the  obvious  by 
asking  the  obvious 
question.  Is  your  class  Mitt 
a  safe  place  tor  that  or 
is  there  an  unofficial  set  of 
rules  about  truths  that  are 
okay  to  discuss  and  truths  that 
best  te  avoided?  How  is  a  vis¬ 
itor  supposed  to  know  these 
"rules'?  Where  is  someone  to 
go  that  gets  tired  of  ignoring 
foe  truth  and  is  ready  to  con¬ 
front  it?  As  Mary's  example 
demonstrates,  avoiding  the 
obvious  and  not  asking  ques¬ 
tions,  especially  the  uncom¬ 
fortable  ones,  interrupts  the 
spiritual  growth  cycle  and  will 
rob  us  of  any  chance  at  enjoy¬ 
ing  our  Faith  and  Worship. 

First  there  has  to  be  a  real¬ 
ization  of  a  heavenly  truth,  (vs. 
26-33)  God's  Word  has  a 
power  to  reach  us  in  ways  that 


Mitchell 


no  earthly  philosophy 
or  wisdom  can. 
Thankfully,  we  don't 
have  to  wait  around 
for  the  Archangel 
Gabriel  to  come  and 
proclaim  God's 

instruction  to  us  like 
he  did  for  Mary.  We 
hat*  the  abiding  ores- 
ence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
bell  to  point  us  to  God. 

Without  that  Spirit, 
once  Gabriel  left,  Mary's  only 
method  of  persuasion  was  her 
'unwavering  joy  and  confi¬ 
dence.  Plainly  that  was  not 
working  for  everyone.  God 
also  sent  the  angel  to  Joseph 
to  assure  him  that  it  was  okay 
to  believe  her  story.  God  s 
success  required  that  Mary 
have  full  confidence  in  her 
task  and  that  she  have  five  full 
support  of  Joseph. 

Second,  overcome  doubt, 
don't  be  afraid  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  Mary  was  understand¬ 
ably  perplexed  by  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  God  and  asked  the 
obvious  questlpns  (vs.  34-35). 
God  provided  immediate 
answers  to  her  questions  plus 


He  pointed  to  other  verifiable 
facts  that  Mary  knew  to  be 
true.  God's  interest  is  served 
only  if  she  is  successful.  God 
is  gust  as  interested  in  your 
success.  It  is  counter-produc¬ 
tive  to  ask  us  to  move  ahead 
without  clear  direction  or  cer¬ 
tainty  of  purpose.  God  never 
asked  us  to  trust  in  something 
we  had  no  proof  of  or  that  we 
could  not  verify. 

Third,  her  questions 
resolved.  Mary  makes  a  delib¬ 
erate  decision  to  play  the  part 
God  designed  for  her  (vs.  36- 
38).  This  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
common  disconnect  of  them 
all.  We,  have  not  yet  become 
the  "Lord's  slave"  (v.  36, 
HCSB)  The  greek  used  here  for 
slave  is  "doule"  the  feminine  of 
"doulos".  You  can  never  over¬ 
emphasize  the  harshness  and 
severity  of  this  word. 

Lifeway's  free  resource, 
www.mystudybible.com  offers 
an  alternate  translation  of 
"handmaid."  A  handmaid  was 
a  slave  but  one  that  worked 
within  the  home  in  cl*se  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Master.  God  does 
not  call  us  to  be  field  hands 


that  He  lords  over  from  the  end 
of  the  row  but  to  serve  with 
access  to  Him,  in  His  home, 
where  the  burden  is  light. 

Finally,  Mary's  Model  leads 
us  to  the  payoff,  a  spontaneous 
outburst  of  joy  and  worship 
(vs.  42-48).  This  is  the  logical 
result  of  hearing  the  truth, 
embracing  the  truth,  and  com¬ 
mitting  wholly  to  the  truth. 
Any  believer  that  is  living  a  life 
that  is  othei  than  joyful  has  a 
disconnect  somewhere  in  this 
model.  Any  class  that  is  a  bur¬ 
den  rather  than  a  source  of  joy 
to  its  membership  can  use 
these  passages  to  discover  their 
disconnect  from  God. 

Unless  your  church  has 
organized  discipline  pro¬ 
grams,  Sunday  SchooRs  most 
likely  the  only  place  where  it 
is  reasonable  to  ask  questions 
and  express  doubt.  Is  your 
class  a  safe  place  for  this?  If 
no,  then,  where  can  a  strug¬ 
gling  person  go  in  your 
cnurch  to  find  relief? 


Mitchell  e  pastor  of  Mam  Street 
Church,  Goodman 
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ERLC  releases  contraceptive  mandate  fact  sheet 


tun  and  role  of  self-insured  medical 
programs  like  GuideStone  and  other 
Urge  and  established  church  Health 
plans,  as  well  as  a  shocking  encroach¬ 
ment  on  religious  freedom. 

•  Directly  impacts  people  of  faith.  If 
HHS  mandate  is  not  overturned  or 
charged  many  esnptoyen  whose  con¬ 
sciences  are  violated  will  have  to  stop  pro- 


daily  decried  the  Obama  administra¬ 
tion's  failure  to  provide  adequate  protec¬ 
tion  for  the  religious  freedom  and  cotv 
scienoe  rights  of  religious  institutions 
and  other  employers.  The  religious 
exemption  in  the  rule  is  insufficient  to 


violations  of  the  Establishment  Clause  to 
actual  violation  of  the  Free  Exercise 
Clause.  The  HHS  mandate  is  e  direct 
aasault  on  how  people  of  feithcen  conduct 
their  own  lives  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  consdences.  The  mandate  puts  the 
federal  government  in  the  posttion  of 
tmposuw  its  will  on  the  conscience  by 
executive  edict  casting  aside  individual 

s  It  »  * _ 1 _ 


ERLC  President  Richard  Land  said 
in  the  email  alert  “As  we  continue  to 
emphasize,  this  issue  is  not  about  con¬ 
traceptives.  Instead,  it  is  about  con- 


iption  for  reli- 
f- insure,  which 


of  faith  to 


science,  what  can't  it  force  them  to  do? 

•  Solution:  Restore  religious  free¬ 
dom  wijh  respect  for  the  Rights  of 
Conscience  Act  Jesus  instructed  us  to 
“render  to  Caesar  what  is  Caesar's* 
How  now  shall  we  respond  when 
Caesar  demands  what  is  God's? 

Under  an  agreement  reached  by  US, 
Senate  leaders,  the  Senate  is  expected 
to  vote  the  week  of  February  27  on  the 
Respect  for  Rights  of  Conscience  Act  (S. 
1467),  which  essentially  would  stop  the 
contraceptives  mandate  from  talcing 


freedom:  The  Obama  administration's 
contraceptives  mandate.  Abbreviations 
and  edits  have  been  used  in  scene  esses 
due  to  spaoe  limitations. 

•  The  issue  HHS  mandate  violates 
religious  freedom.  Under  a  regulation 
issued  in  January  by  HHS,  nearly  all  insur¬ 
ance  plans  will  be  forced  to  provide  their 
employees  with  free  access  to  aO  FDA- 
approveu  contraceptives.  This  mandate 
indudes  coverage  of  abortion- inducing 
drugs  like  efla  and  Plan  B  (the  "morning 
after"  pill)  abortion-causing  IUDs,  and 
sterilization.  This  mandate  will  force  mil¬ 
lions  of  Southern  Baptists  and  other  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  to  violate  their  God-given  and 
constitutionally  protected  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  oonsooioe. 

•  How  HHS  mandate  tramples 
religious  freedom.  Not  only  does  the 
Patient  Protection  and  Affordable  Care 
Act  mark  the  first  time  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  has  forced  citizens  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  product  (health  insurance),  the 
HHS  contraceptives  mandate  marks 
the  first  time  the  government 
force  people  of  faith  to  purchase  prod¬ 
ucts  that  violate  their  consciences. 

•  A  matter  of  conscience  and  religious 
freedom.  While  some  people  argue  that 
this  is  a  contraceptives  issue,  It  la  not.  Most 
Southern  Baptists  accept  the  use  of  non- 


effect.  This  would  safeguard  employers 
and  individuals  from  being  forced  to 
violate  their  religious  convictions  on 
contraceptives  and  abortion-inducing 
drugs  under  health  care.  The  bill,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Sen.  Roy  Blunt  (R-MO),  will 
be  voted  on  as  an  amendment  to  a 
transportation  bill. 

With  our  God-given  and  constitu¬ 
tionally-protected  freedoms  of  religion 
and  conscience  at  stake,  the  church  can¬ 
not  afford  to  be  silent. 

If  you  agree,  please  contact  your  sen¬ 
ators  immediately  and  urge  them  to 
support  the  Blunt  Amendment  —  the 
Respect  for  Rights  of  Conscience  Act  — 
to  the  transportation  bill  under  Senate 
consideration.  You  can  reach  them 
through  the  Capitol  Switchboard  at 
(202)  224-3121  or  send  them  an  email 
through  the  Ethics  A  Religious  Liberty 
Commission's  website,  erlc.coiti. 


